Rave reviews for the AV &
Acoustical Design of the
Las Vegas Smith Center

The Las Vegas community gives a
standing ovation for the construction of
a new performing arts center and live
venue complex designed to bring an
arts & cultural complex to Southern
Nevada residents

THE PROJECT

The Las Vegas
Smith Center is
built on a 5-
acre former
Brownfield. It
cost $470
million to build,
took 33 months
to complete & incorporates inspiration from famous
concert halls around the world. The 5-tier main hall
boasts over 2,000 seats.

THE CHALLENGE

The center long under consideration and pre-
development was an exciting project and focused on
the local community rather than “the strip.” It
introduces to Las Vegas, a new, world class Performing
Arts venue that focuses on providing local residents an
international stage that celebrates artistic excellence,
education and music from around the world. The
project was championed by local community leaders
and targeted to bring a cultural complex that would
serve Las Vegas and southern Nevada residents.

In keeping with the extravagant spirit of Las Vegas, the
center is dazzling from an architectural standpoint, but
equally impressive is the work of the acoustical

engineering firm, Akustiks, for their attention to the
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This paper was developed based on an interview with Sam Brandt,
Senior Design Consultant for Akustiks, a South Norwalk, CT
Acoustical & AV Engineering Firm that specializes in room shaping
and noise control as well as design for all types of large venue,
multi-purpose spaces requiring AV systems.

acoustic and audio details for the project. Their work
for this project included an acoustically tuned stage
designed for orchestras and Broadway shows and an
impressive array of audio and video equipment to
ensure attendees a phenomenal experience.

THE PRODUCT SOLUTIONS

The AV systems for the project included self powered
speakers, power amplifiers, mixing boards/consoles,
signal processors, back stage audio and video monitors,
displays, flat panels, video projectors, video recorders,
video routers, matrix switcher, cameras, and stage
outlets.

All of the
equipment runs
back to two LynTec
RPC panel boards
that are located in
an electrical room
and a control room.
Everything on the
project was
networked for ease
of accessibility and
use.
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Senior Design Consultant, Sam Brandt is pleased with
the intuitive interface for the LynTec system, he says,

“Because of the technical nature of AV equipment, most

large PACs have highly skilled operators that work with ABOUT AKUSTIKS
the equipment once the project has been installed and

commissioned. Being able to provide them with a The firm’s vision is to provide excellence across the

. . . H n
friendly user interface is always a bonus for clients. board, in the design of concert, drama, multi use

Because the LynTec software allows you to pull up a and entertainment performance and rehearsal

web page for the RPC panel and build in sequences, space  for institutional,  educational  and

Akustiks doesn’t typically need other control platforms. professional  organizations. The  partners’
When asked about control systems in general, Brandt collaborative “approath . combines ' decades .« of
knowledge with a sensitive combination of clarity

says he likes to rely upon the native control system
and candor. The entire Akustiks team is dedicated
to creating performance spaces worldwide that are
wonderfully tuned instruments for listening to
orchestral, operatic, and theatrical performances
He comments, “Our clients want to shut things off at that both dazzle and delight.

the breaker level and as the facility changes and grows

because he finds it easier to work with the equipment
manufacturer directly when making changes or
identifying upgrades for the system.

over time they may need to install or uninstall
equipment. This is a lot easier for operators of the
system when they can go in with the manufacturers
own control software and change it. When we are
tasked with knowing what is going on in every corner of
the AV systems we design and build, having part of

those systems hidden behind other control systems
isn’t as transparent. The native interface is very useful

and very, very flexible. We like the ability to monitor ABOUT SAM BRANDT

the state of every breaker as well as the load on every
Sam Brandt is a senior consultant for Akustiks

breaker.”

where he works closely with Anthony Nittoli and
Jordan Lytle on audio video systems design for

- concert halls, performing arts centers and drama
il n s | s : theaters. His current projects include the Tobin

5 . : Center for the Arts in San Antonio Texas, the

Z Theatre For A New Audience in Brooklyn New York
& and Centro Internacional de Convenciones de

Bogotd in Bogotd Colombi.

For more information visit Akustiks at
www.akustiks.com.
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http://www.akustiks.com/

ON WORKING WITH LYNTEC

Brandt states, “Our team members spend a lot of time
with electrical engineers to design technical power
systems with dedicated transformers that feed our
client’s AV systems and provide a dedicated isolated
ground. As part of our designs, we include several
devices — with a number of receptacles and these
receptacles are all fed from LynTec panels which allow
them to turn on and

off systems in the LynTec

proper order.”
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Indeed, the panels allow

clients to turn off circuits
at the end of the day and
even general purpose

TR
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outlets can be turned off
in addition to dedicated outlets. This allows Akustiks to
provide a way to shed the power for a whole system.

But the accessibility and control features of the LynTec
panels & monitoring software go far beyond power
control. From a compliance standpoint and in response
to local officials, LynTec can take a contact, shed power
and turn off sound systems to better facilitate the
communication of life safety messaging. For example, if
a client gets a trigger from a fire alarm, this can be set
as a relay and immediately turn off all branch circuits in
the LynTec panel. This zip off function goes a long way
in providing additional assurances for life safety.

Brandt comments, “We’ve been specifying LynTec
products for a number of years and we are very happy
to see the products evolve into the Remote Power
Control (RPC). This has allowed us to group circuits
together and control them independently. Previously it
was more difficult to turn on the equipment in the
control room and keep the speakers and the amplifiers
turned off. It took a lot more work to group the
equipment — LynTec has truly improved and simplified
this process. “
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ABOUT LYNTEC

LynTec brings to market electrical protection and
circuit  switching capabilities in the same
enclosures. In doing so, the company has always
found ways to save space, lower system installation
costs and build trusted relationships with audio
system and lighting designers. Its expansion into
electrical and lighting controls, and now its growth
into expanded lighting control, energy monitoring,
built in power conditioning, and mobile applications
continues to position the company as a leading
resource for the AV and lighting industries and an
integral partner for sustainable energy practices.

For more information visit www.lyntec.com.

THE FINAL WORD

Brandt adds, “In many ways, LynTec is a standard for us
— it is just considered a part of the way we approach our
work. LynTec’s RPC panel boards even allows for
remote control over outlets and offers current
monitoring, so that at any given time, our team knows
exactly what is going on with a particular circuit. The
network operability allows you to start networking and
sequencing. This enables you to see what is happening
at a central location, and this makes it quite convenient
to be able to supervise these things from one location.”

Brandt encourages electrical engineers that are
interested in identifying energy efficiencies to better
understand LynTec’s product capabilities. “I've worked
with LynTec for over 15 years. Their products and
support are key to the work that we do and their
software and hardware developers are often able to
customize the products and features we need to meet

unique challenges and needs.”




YOU GET WHAT YOU SPEC

As for their role in the specification process, Akustiks
actually specifies the panel board explicitly. This is
important because unlike other high voltage system
devices where they give guidelines, when it comes to
LynTec they actually specify the panels by part number
and note the LynTec panel board as a specialty
assembly. This ensures that they get what they want
and what the client needs locked-in on the electrical
drawings.

In Brandt’s mind there can be absolutely no value
engineering when it comes to your panels as it is
something that simply cannot be compromised.

The process he shares is simple. Once the specification
is made and the panels are included on the electrical
drawings, the audio contractor then purchases the
panel board and turns it over to the electrical
contractor to install.

Brandt rarely sees any push back from engineers when
they are using LynTec. Even in the case where a federal
or state job requires multiple product submissions, the
argument can be made that there really isn’t a true
equal to LynTec. In these cases, the firm goes the extra
mile and gets a waiver to show that the LynTec product
is unique and adds value that cannot be easily matched.

ABOUT CHRISTOPHER MAIONE - Christopher Maione is a recognized leader and expert in

the AV industry with over 28 years of audiovisual expertise. His forward thinking and progressive
approach to business led him to found and become the managing partner of one of the world’s leading AV
consulting firms earning the company accolades as a leader in AV solutions and technologies. In his new
company, Christopher Maione Associates, Maione employs the same stringent procedures and protocols
that enabled his previous company to achieve global success and a reputation for the highest quality of
work. Maione now focuses his attention on AV System Integrators, Manufacturers and Fortune 500 clients
to help them identify strategic ways of handling their clients, products, & projects. Maione has a talent for
forecasting trends and identifying emerging technologies that substantially impact the AV industry. Based

on his own business model, he encourages colleagues to strive for excellence and consistently challenges the AV industry to improve

its practices, grow its services, and develop better products in an effort to set a higher standard and respond to the changing needs
of clients. Well versed in all aspects of AV, IT, Integrated Technologies, Industry Standards, Green AV and best practices and
protocols, Maione is an Adjunct InfoComm Faculty Member and CTS-D/CTS-I provider and serves on a variety of key industry

standard committees. In doing so, he continues to set industry benchmarks for quality & compliance. For more info please contact

info@chrismaione.com.
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